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Y AIOC/IIIDKEHHAX YKPAIHCEKUX KOMIIAPATUBICTIB

Abstract. The article presents a synthesized historiographical analysis of Ukrainian pedagogical comparativists’ works on the
development of higher medical education in foreign countries, identifying trends, achievements, bottlenecks, and prospects for studying
this problem. The presented sample of dissertations, monographs, and textbooks demonstrated their narrow country-specific vector and
similarity in formulating the subject of research.

Historiographical and comparative analysis revealed similar approaches of scientists to determining trends in the development and
functioning of national systems of professional training for doctors. These concern the preservation and expansion of decentralization
in higher medical education management; strengthening the interaction of its various links; shifting emphasis in determining the
prerequisites for the development of national higher medical education systems from “traditional” factors (political, socio-economic,
cultural situation of the country, etc.) to clarifying the influences of international medical organizations and documents in the field of
healthcare that substantiate general strategies for training doctors in higher medical education institutions, etc.

Scientists also propose original approaches to studying the functioning of national systems of higher medical education. These are
manifested in the development of authors’ periodizations and classifications of the specified process; thorough characteristics of university
environments for training future doctors in different countries; comprehensive understanding of the determinants of their formation and
development, which, in addition to social, economic, and cultural factors of the country's development, relate to the level of education
of the population, its multiculturalism, the specifics of educational systems, etc.

In these perspectives, the analyzed studies mark two main country-specific vectors of research in higher medical education: “overseas”
(USA and Canada) and “European” (mainly Great Britain, Poland, and German-speaking countries).

Key words: higher medical education; foreign countries; Ukrainian pedagogical comparative studies; professional training of future
doctors; historiographical analysis; comparative analysis.

AHorariis. Y cTarTi 37ilicCHeHO CHHTe30BaHuH ictopiorpadiunuii aHasti3 [0pobKy yKpaiHCHKOI MeJaroriuHoi KoMapaTHBiCTUKH PO
PO3BUTOK BHUIL0] MeJMUHOI OCBIiTH B 3apyOiXKHUX KpaiHax, BU3HAUYEHO TeH/eHLlii, 37,00y TKH, By3bKi MicCLsl i epCrieKTUBY BUBUEHHS Lii€l
nipobsiemu. ITpescrapneHa Bubipka gucepTariii, MoHorpadili, HaBUabHUX MOCIOHUKIB 3acBiZuKia X By3bKUi KpaiHO3HABUMI BEKTOP
Ta CXOXKiCTh (POPMY/IFOBaHHS TIPeIMeTa AO0C/Ii/PKeHHSI.

Icropiorpadiunmii i OpiBHSUIBHMI aHaTi3 BUSIBUB CXOXKi MAXOAM BUEHHX [0 BU3HAUYEHHS TeHJeHI[i pO3BUTKY Ta (DYHKLiOHYBaHHS
HalliOHa/IBHUX cUcTeM MpodeciifHol MmiiroToBKY /likapiB. BOHM CTOCYIOTHCS 30€pe)KeHHsI Ta pO3IIHMPeHHs lelleHTpaJIi3aLil yrpaB/IiHHsI
BUIL[OI0 MeJJUUHOIO OCBITOO; MOCU/IeHHsI B3aeMO/I ii pi3HKX JIaHOK; 3MillleHHs! aKL|eHTiB IpY BU3HAUeHHI NepeJlyMOB PO3BUTKY Hal{io-
HaJIbHUX CUCTEeM BUIL[0i MEJUYHOI OCBITH 3 «TPaJULIiIiHUX» UAHHUKIB (TIO/IITUYHE, COL{ia/IbHO-eKOHOMiUHe, Ky/IbTYPHe CTaHOBHIIIe KpaiHu
Ta iH.) Ha 3’sICyBaHHs BIUIMBIB MDKHapOJHUX MeJUUHUX OpraHi3aL{ili Ta [JOKYMEeHTIB y raiy3i OXOPOHH 3[J0pOB’s, 1[0 0OIPYHTOBYIOTh
3arasibHi cTparerii MiZiIr0TOBKM JIiKapiB y 3aK/a/ax BULLOI MeJJMYHOI OCBITH TOLLO.

Taxoyk HayKOBLIi TIPOTIOHYOTH OPUTiHA/IBHI MiAX0AM [0 BUBUeHHS (yHKLIOHYBaHHS HaL[iOHa/JIbHUX CUCTEM BHUILIOI MeJUUHOI OCBIiTH.
BoHu BUSIB/SIOTHCS Y PO3p00LIi aBTOPCHKUX TepioAn3atiiii i kinacudikailiii 03HaueHOro MpoLiecy; 'PYHTOBHUX XapaKTePUCTUKAX YHi-
BEPCUTETCHKUX CepeZlOBHII] MTiArTOTOBKU MaiOyTHIX /TiKapiB pi3HMX KpaiH; KOMIUIEKCHOMY OCMHC/IEHH] leTePMiHaHT iX CTaHOBJIeHHS Ta
PO3BUTKY, fIKi, KpPIM COLia/IbHUX, €EKOHOMIUHMX, Ky/JIbTyPHUX UMHHUKIB PO3BUTKY KpaiHH, CTOCYIOTbCSI PiBHSI OCBIUEHOCTI Hace/leHHs,
10ro MosiKy/IbTypHOCTI, crieliudiKu OCBITHIX CUCTeM TOLO.

B o3HaueHux pakypcax rpoaHasi3oBaHi JOC/IipKeHHs], 1110 T03Ha4aloTh /1Ba OCHOBHI KpaiHO3HaBYi BEKTOPU 0 C/Ii/)KeHHs BULLIOI Me-
[IU4UHOI 0CBiTH: «3a0keaHChKuii» (CILIA i KaHnaza) Ta «eBporneiicskuii» (rooBHO Bemvika BpuraHis, [Tosbirja i HiMeL[pbKOMOBHI KpaiHu).

KirouoBi c/10Ba: BUllla MeIMuHa OCBiTa; 3apyOiKHI KpaiHM; YKpaiHCbKa MeJjaroriyHa KoMIlapaTuBicTHKa; npodeciiiHa mijrotoBka
MaiiOyTHiX jTiKapiB; icTopiorpadiunuii aHasi3; MOPiBHSUIBHMN aHami3.
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Introduction. The complex and controversial pro-
cesses of Ukraine’s integration into the European
Higher Education Area highlight the need for a com-
prehensive understanding of the foreign experience
of the functioning of national systems of vocational
education in general and higher medical education
(HME) in particular. Ukrainian pedagogical compa-
rative studies have accumulated a significant body of
studies on the professional training of health profes-
sionals in Europe and the USA. They require a com-
prehensive substantive analysis for the productive use
of the acquired knowledge in improving the national
system of medical training and further development
of studies on this issue.

The aim — to carry out a synthesised analysis of the
works of Ukrainian comparativists on the develop-
ment of higher medical education in foreign countries
in order to identify trends, achievements, bottlenecks
and prospects for studying this issue.

Theoretical framework. The historiography of
Ukrainian comparative studies on the development of
HME abroad has a distinct interdisciplinary and specia-
lised nature. Most of the authors who contributed to its
formation, including PhD candidates, are health profes-
sionals, while experienced scientists and teachers served
as their supervisors and consultants. When studying the
works on this issue, it turned out that a significant part
of the monographs, articles and materials of scientific
conferences devoted to it were prepared on the basis
of thesis research. Thus, the focus is on analysing their
materials as well as monographs and articles containing
original content of scientific knowledge.

The sample of theses, monographs, and textbooks
presented in Table 1 shows their narrow regional
studies orientation and similarity in the formulation
of the subject matter. In this situation, we outline the
general research design and compare the coverage of
HME development in specific countries.

Table 1. A selection of theses*, monographs** and textbooks*** on medical education abroad
(by years of defence and publication)

Authors

Title of the study

Kazakov V. M. et al.**

The system of continuing medical education (1994)

Moskalenko V. F. et al.

Higher Medical Education and Bologna Process (educational, methodological
and reference materials) (2004)

Polyachenko Yu. V. et al. ***

Medical education in the world and in Ukraine (2005)

Andreychyn S. M., Kachor V. O.**

Medical education in the Slovak Republic (2006)

Hryshchuk L. A., Horodetskyj V. Ye.**

Medical education in Poland (2006)

Uliash P.-B. A.

Influence of Polish-Ukrainian relations on the development of higher medical
education and science in Poland and Ukraine up to the early XX century (2008)

Lavrysh Yu. E.*

Professional training of nurses in Canadian universities (2009)

Kuchumova N. V.*

Development of the system of higher medical education in German-speaking
countries (second half of the 20th — beginning of the 21st century) (2012)

Palamarenko I. O.*
Britain (2012)

Professional training of family doctors in higher medical schools of Great

Klishch H. 1.*

Professional training of doctors in Austrian universities (2013)

Kolisnyk-Humenyuk Y. I.*

Formation of professional and ethical culture of future specialists in the process
of humanitarian training at medical colleges (2013)

Kovalenko O. O.*

Formation of independence of junior medical specialists in the process of profes-
sional training in medical colleges (2014)

Huk S. V.* Professional training of specialists in physical rehabilitation at universities in
Great Britain (2015)
Kanivets O. M. Professional training of a veterinary doctor in the UK (2015)

Hrebenyk-Kozachenko Yu. S.*

Organizational-Pedagogical Bases of Communicative Culture Formation of Medi-
cal Colleges Students in Great Britain and the USA (2016)

Maniuk L. V.*

Preparing future doctors for professional communication using information and
communication technologies at US universities (2017)
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Table 1 continuation

Authors

Title of the study

Edited by Shulhai A. H.,
Fedchyshyn N. O.**

Quality of higher medical education (to the 60th Anniversary of TDMU) (2017)

Khomenko K. V.*

Formation of professional competence of future doctors in Polish universities
(1990-2015) (2017)

Mahrlamova K. H.*

Theoretical and practical principles of professional training of future doctors in
higher medical educational institutions of Great Britain (2018)

Pylypenko O. P.

Professional training of veterinary professionals at German universities (2018)

Symonenko N. O.

The organization of students’ independent work in higher medical educational
institutions in the USA (2018)

Khvalyboha T. I.*

Theoretical and organizational principles of professional training of future doc-
tors in the universities of the USA (2020)

Bilousova N. A.

Professional training of medical representatives of pharmaceutical companies in
the Federal Republic of Germany (2021)

Pikon K. S.

Professional education of future nursing specialists in conditions of
staged education in higher education institutions of the USA (2021)

Shumylo M. Yu.*

Development of higher medical education in the USA (XX—XXI centuries) (2023)

[Author’s elaboration]

The synthesised analysis has shown that, taking into
account objective realities, scientists identify similar
trends in the functioning and development of national
systems of professional training of doctors. The focus
is on the tendency to preserve (in the USA) and expand
(in European countries) the decentralisation of the HME
management. It primarily concerns various aspects of
the autonomy of HME to independently determine the
principles of organisation of the educational process
and ways to ensure its quality, structure of the student
population and human resources, sources of funding, etc.

According to the researchers, a trend related to the
previous one for strengthening the systematic and inte-
grative nature of higher education levels is manifested
in the interaction and coordination of different parts of
HME. Itis associated with the absence of a unified edu-
cational legislation (in the USA) and intensified policy
on modernisation and development of national HME
systems based on the introduction of new standards and
other innovations at the national and regional levels.

The tendency towards increasing pragmatism of the
HME system is also interpreted and assessed in dif-
ferent ways. On the one hand, this is reflected in the
beliefs of higher education students, their parents, and
the public that it should meet their needs and ensure fi-
nancial accessibility, ethnic loyalty, and other manifes-
tations of democratisation. On the other hand, scientists
unanimously point to the tightening of requirements
for professional selection and admission of applicants

to medical HEISs, in particular, regarding the level of
knowledge in natural sciences, which is tested through
comprehensive entrance exams, interview procedures
and recommendations, consideration of social and vo-
lunteer activity, etc.

It has been discovered that in determining the pre-
requisites for the development of national HME sys-
tems, scientists are shifting their attention to identifying
the impact of international medical organisations and
healthcare documents on the justification of strategies
for training doctors in medical HEIs in the countries
studied, along with taking into account ‘traditional’ fac-
tors (historical past, political, socio-economic, cultural
situation of the country, etc.). In particular, the empha-
sis was placed on the implementation of international
human rights principles and the International Code of
Medical Ethics in the content of national medical edu-
cation systems, etc.

Scientific reflections according to which competition
between educational institutions of different organisa-
tional and legal status (university, college, specialised
HEI) did not deny but strengthened their cooperation
are considered to be reasonable. This contributed to
the enhancement of the quality of healthcare professio-
nals' training at various levels and improvement of the
control system through the introduction of new stan-
dards. The main trends in improving the management
of national HME systems are also identified, which
was manifested in the democratisation of the internal
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structure of universities, ensuring academic freedom
of participants in the educational process, and facili-
tating the employment of graduates.

Along with these consistent approaches to the study
of the functioning of modern national HME systems,
scientists proposed their own original approaches to
their research, according to the subject of their studies.
For instance, T. Khvalyboha (2020), in her doctoral
thesis on the theoretical and organisational principles
of professional training of doctors in the universities
of the USA, proposed her own periodisation of its
development based on two criteria (the dominant sci-
entific and pedagogical paradigm within which HME
develops, and the nature of the political and socio-
economic relations that determine it). The researcher
characterises this process through the prism of speci-
ficity, continuity and interdependence of two main
stages: pre-reform one (early XVII century — 1910),
when the national model of medical education began
to be formed in the conditions of unaccredited private
schools, and post-reform one (1910 — early XXI cen-
tury), when the academic aspect of medical education
was enhanced by expanding the list of basic and natural
disciplines, increasing the importance of research and
reducing the number of medical schools due to strict
accreditation rules [6, p. 7, 12—14].

When describing the modern university environment
for training specialists, T. Khvalyboha focused on de-
monstrating its professionalisation, which is manifested
in the specialisation and differentiation of various fields
of medicine; growth of scientific potential due to the ap-
pearance of new postgraduate schools; transition to the
system of research universities, etc. We believe that the
approach to considering the organisation of professional
training of future doctors through the prism of the main
stages and activities of individual HEIs is justified and
productive. From this perspective, the researcher has de-
veloped a comprehensive structural model that includes
bachelor’s degree programmes (biology, chemistry, and
combined ones) as well as MD and DO programmes in
educational institutions of the relevant levels and spe-
cialised or university hospitals, consulting schools and
offices. It is complemented by the functional model of
professional training of the US doctors, which covers the
main components of the undergraduate and postgraduate
stages [6, p. 16—28]. Such a reception comprehensively
and holistically reflects the essence of the phenomenon
under investigation and creates the basis for its compari-
son with the HME models of other countries.

The thesis by M. Shumylo (2023) on the develop-
ment of HME in the USA in the twentieth and twenty-

first centuries, which is similar in terms of the subject
matter, is interesting for comparison with the above-
mentioned work. The researcher expanded the list of
determinants of this process, which, apart from the
peculiarities of the country’s social, economic, and
cultural development, include the level of education
of the population, its multiculturalism, the specifics
of the educational system, etc. A more detailed (and
somewhat imperfect) time gradation looks like this,
consisting of the following periods: pre-colonial (be-
fore 1620, when there were no signs of a medical edu-
cation system); colonial (1620-1783, when its develop-
ment in the form of ‘apprenticeship’ began); formation
(1783-1910, when the idea of medical education began
to take shape), when the idea of the role of medical
education began to be formed); reform and improve-
ment (1910-1975 — was reflected in the structuring of
professional training in medical school); globalisation
(from 1975 to the present, accompanied by increased
state regulation and diversification of individual com-
ponents of the HME) [8].

We also analyse complex works on the development
of the HME system in the UK through the prism of com-
parison. K. Mahrlamova’s doctoral thesis highlights the
conceptual narratives of the research on this issue. They
are manifested, firstly, in the definition of strategies for
its development as an extrapolation of the results of the
activities of international medical associations (coor-
dination of activities of legislative bodies and medical
HEIs; ensuring its global modernisation through a net-
work of international medical associations; the impact
of integration processes on the standardisation and qua-
lity of medical training of doctors); secondly, in its pre-
sentation as a holistic pedagogical system that includes
target, theoretical and methodological, organisational,
content, technological, productive components; thirdly,
in demonstrating its continuity in the format of alternate
acquisition of bachelor’s, master’s, doctoral degrees by
future specialists, etc. [4].

In the array of studies on this issue, the research of
K. Mahrlamova is distinguished by the analysis of
HME systems in different regions of the country (Eng-
land, Ireland, Wales, Scotland); identifying the impact
of Brexit (the UK's withdrawal from the EU) on its
functioning; justification of approaches and criteria
(updating legislation, management structures, spe-
cialised educational institutions); periodisation and
classification of five stages of formation of the Bri-
tish system of medical training at universities (origin
and formation; systemic and formative; professiona-
lisation; humanisation and socialisation; reform and
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modernisation); typology of medical HEIs in the UK
by the nature of functioning (“old” universities, which
are characterised by “academicism”; university colleges
and colleges of higher education; “new” universities, fo-
cused on practical training of graduates; “open universi-
ties”, which provide on-the-job training) and by organi-
sational structure (federated, collegiate, unitary, etc.) [4].

Thus, owing to the research of T. Khvalyboha and
K. Mahrlamova, we can claim that Ukrainian com-
parative studies present a fairly systematic and ho-
listic view of the two most developed national HME
systems in the world.

I. Palamarenko’s thesis on the system of professional
training of family doctors in higher medical schools
of Great Britain also adds to the knowledge. Having
clarified its genesis, peculiarities, organisational foun-
dations and structural components, the researcher has
substantively described the main stages of this process
from admission, enrolment, and professional training
to postgraduate education, advanced training, etc. This
logical reception is conceptualised by the position ac-
cording to which the balance of social needs and per-
sonal interests and demands determines the content
and different areas of professional training of future
doctors [5].

The “overseas” vector of studying the problem under
consideration is expanded by Yu. Lavrysh’s thesis on
the professional training of nurses in Canadian uni-
versities. Written in accordance with the approaches
developed by Ukrainian comparative studies, this pa-
per can serve as an illustration of retranslation of the
general characteristics of national higher education
systems, which is manifested in standard definitions of
its determinants, principles, and other components. At
the same time, its peculiarities are also shown: tiered
system (Bachelor, Master, Doctor of Nursing); dif-
ferentiation of specialities, which is achieved through
the variety of curricula and stimulates mobility in
terms of changing the place of study and continuity
of professional development with the participation of
professional associations, etc. The system of nursing
teachers' training, which has a distinct psychological,
pedagogical and technological (ICT) orientation, is
also worth mentioning [3].

The “European” vector is widely represented by
studies on the development of national HME systems
in German-speaking countries. N. Kuchumova’s study
shows the peculiarities of development and provides a
synthesised and comparative analysis of national mo-
dels of pre-professional, professional, and postgraduate
medical education in the Swiss Confederation, Germa-

ny, and Austria. In such a way, the general trends of the
European policy in the field of HME are highlighted,
which are aimed at their harmonisation as well as optimi-
sation of conditions for the free movement of health pro-
fessionals within the region and have a distinct human
and student-centred and patient-oriented character [2].

The thesis of H. Klishch is interesting for compari-
son, as it shows that the development of medical edu-
cation in Austria was determined by the nature of the
reform of 41 components of the national healthcare
sector. It is proved that, along with European standards,
it was these standards that determined the priorities for
training future professionals to ensure preventive and
educational work with citizens to develop a responsible
attitude toward their health. In addressing the issue of
improving the HME system, the focus has shifted to
the early involvement of future specialists in profes-
sional activities through the constant updating of the
clinical base of educational institutions, and involve-
ment of the best scientists and medical practitioners
in teaching [1].

The priority of pedagogical Polonistics, typical for
national comparative studies, is also manifested in
the thematic vector under research. This is evidenced
by the monograph by L. Hryshchuk and V. Horode-
tskyj “Medical Education in Poland” (Ternopil, 2006),
K. Khomenko’s thesis on the formation of professional
competence of future doctors in Polish universities in
1990-2015 [7], and other scientific materials. Their
analysis has revealed similar and distinctive views on
the development of the HME in Poland. In particular,
in K. Khomenko’s view, its formation was marked by
the periods of creation of the structure of medical uni-
versities and transformation of their functioning on the
basis of European democracy in 1990-2005; dynamic
development and fundamental content and procedural
changes in the professional training of future doctors
in 2005-2011; modernisation processes in the context
of the country's European integration aspirations in
2011-2015 [7].

The accumulation of knowledge from the aforemen-
tioned perspective is evidenced by original articles
that reveal the trends and features of the formation
of the Polish model of European medical education
(B. Pereviznyk, T. Kovalchuk, N. Dzhavadova); fea-
tures of the educational process in Polish medical HEIs
(A. Bedeniuk, T. Bodnar, A. Dorofeev), etc.

Conclusions and Prospects for Research. The
presented analysis of the work of Ukrainian compara-
tive scholars on the development of higher medical
education in foreign countries, on the one hand, in-
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dicates considerable progress in this area, which has
significantly intensified since the mid-2010s. On the
other hand, research on this issue has a rather nar-
row regional studies orientation, covering the United
States and several European countries. Against this
background, scholars relay both similar, sometimes
“standardised” narratives in solving their research
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