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PECULIARITIES AND PERSPECTIVES OF THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE
COMMUNICATIVE COMPETENCE DEVELOPMENT IN STUDENTS OF
INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION
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ITepHoninbcbKull HayioHanbHUll MeouuHutl yHieepcumem imeHi I. 5. Topbauescbkoeo MO3 YkpaiHu
*TepHoninbcbKull HAYiOHAAbHULI MexHiYHUll YHieepcumem imeHi Ieana ITymos

OCOBJIMBOCTI I IEPCIIEKTUBU ®OPMYBAHHSA IHIIIOMOBHOI1
KOMYHIKATBHOI KOMIIETEHTHOCTI Y CTYJAEHTIB 3AKJIA/IIB
BUIIIOI OCBITU

Abstract. The article suggests a comprehensive study of the problem of implementing modern methods of students’ foreign language
communicative competence development in foreign language classes. It is proven that at the current stage, the emphasis in education is
shifting towards the need to form a system of professional competences in the future specialists, which will help them to perform their
professional duties efficiently. The authors consider foreign language communicative competence as an integrative personality formation,
which has a complex structure and acts as an interaction and interpenetration of linguistic, sociocultural and communicative competencies.

It is emphasized that forming foreign language communicative competence for future specialists at the current stage of world community
development should be considered as a mandatory component of general professional training. It is stressed out that to ensure the
effectiveness of the process of foreign language communicative competence development, it is necessary to apply new methodological
approaches and determine the pedagogical conditions for their implementation.

The authors characterize the structure of foreign language communicative competence of students of non-language specialties. In
the context of foreign language learning for students of higher education institutions, the concepts of “general competency” and “com-
municative competency” are distinguished and their components are analysed.

It is demonstrated that for the effective development of foreign language communicative competence, a foreign language teacher
must use the latest teaching methods that combine communicative and cognitive goals. The article also proves the need to take into
account the specifics of professional interests within the specialty, i.e., specialized content (special terminology, typical communication
situations and genre specifics of professional language), contextual language study of grammatical phenomena, focusing attention on
practical language use, etc.

Key words: foreign language communicative competence; competency; higher education institution.

AHorTanis. Y crarTi 37iliCHEHO KOMIIJIEKCHe 0C/TiZKeHHs Mpo61eMy BIIPOBapKeHHsI CyuyaCHUX MeTOZIB ()OPMYBAHHS iHIIOMOBHOI
KOMYHIKaTUBHOI KOMITeTeHL}i CTY/IeHTiB Ha 3aHATTSX 3 iH03eMHOI MOBH. J]0BeZIeHO, 1110 Ha Cy4aCHOMY eTarli aKL[eHT y HaBUaHHI 3MilLL[y€eTbCs
B 6ik morpebu dopmMyBaHHs y MaiibyTHHOr0O BUITyCKHUKA CUCTEMH ()axOBUX KOMIIETEHTHOCTEH, 1110 JOIIOMOsKe oMy B MalOyTHbOMY
SIKICHO ¥ e()eKTMBHO BUKOHYBaTH CBOI npodeciiiti 060B’s13ku. [HIIIOMOBHA KOMYHiKaTUBHA KOMIIETEHTHICTb PO3IJISAAETLCS aBTOPAMHM
SIK iHTerpaTHBHE yTBOPEHHSI 0COOUCTOCTI, 1110 Ma€ CK/IaIHy CTPYKTYPY i BUCTYTIA€E SIK B3a€EMO/isl i B3aEMOTIPOHUKHEHHSI JTIHIBICTUUHOT,
COLIiOKY/IbTYPHOI Ta KOMYHIKaTHBHOI KOMITETEHLIi.

Harosnormmyetscst, [0 ¢OpMyBaHHs iHIIOMOBHOI KOMYHiKaTUBHOI KOMIIETEHTHOCTI MaliOyTHIX crierjiaicTiB Ha cy4acHOMYy eTarti
PO3BUTKY CBiTOBOT CITITBHOTH CJTiJ] pO3IVIiaTh SIK 000B’I3KOBY CKJIa/[0BY 3arajibHoi )axoBoi MifAT0TOBKU. AKLIEHTY€ETbCS yBara, 1o [jist
3abe3rneueHHst eeKTUBHOCTI Tporiecy (GOpMyBaHHsI iHITOMOBHOI KOMYHiKaTMBHOI KOMIIETEHTHOCTI HeOOXiZIHO BUKOPUCTOBYBAaTH HOBI
MeTOZ0/IOTIYHI MiIX04M 1 BU3HaUYaTH Mejaroriydi yMoBH iX peasizarjii.

OxapakTep130BaHO CTPYKTYpPY iHIIIOMOBHOI KOMYHiKaTMBHOI KOMITIETEHTHOCTI CTYZeHTiB HEMOBHUX CIeL{ia/IbHOCTeH. Y KOHTeKCTi
HaBUaHHS iHO3eMHOI MOBHU CTY/[eHTiB HEMOBHUX CIlellia/lbHOCTelH PO3MeKOBAHO TOHSTTS «3arajbHa KOMIIEeTeHIlisl», «KOMYyHiKaTHBHA
KOMITeTeHLIisi» Ta POaHa i30BaHO iX KOMIIOHEHTH.
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loBezieHo, 1110 A/1s1 epeKTUBHOTO (pOPMYBaHHS KOMYHIKaTUBHOI KOMIIeTeHL{il BUK/IaZlau iHO3eMHOI MOBH IIOBUHEH BUKOPUCTOBYBATH
HOBITHI MeTOAM HaBYaHHS, SIKi TOEAHYIOTH KOMYHIKaTHBHI Ta Mi3HaBasbHi 1{i1i. O6IpyHTOBaHA HEOOXiJHICTh ypaxyBaHHs crierdiku
npodeciiHuX iHTepeciB y paMKax CIiellia/IbHOCTi — crierjiajii3oBaHe 3MiCTOBe HAallOBHEHHSI (CTeLliaibHa TepMiHOJIOTisl, TUTIOBI CUTYyaLlii
CMiJIKyBaHHS Ta ’KaHpoBa crienddika ¢axoBoi MOBM), KOHTEKCTHEe BUBUEHHS MOBM I'DaMaTHUHMX $BMIL, (OKyCyBaHHsS yBaru Ha

TMPaKTUYHOMY BI/IKOpI/ICTaHHi MOBH TOIIO.

KorouoBi csi0Ba: iHIIIOMOBHA KOMYHIiKaTHBHA KOMITETEHTHICTh; KOMITETEHLIisl; 3aK/1a/| BULLIO1 OCBITH.

Introduction. The current stage of the education
system development in Ukraine is characterized by
teaching innovations aimed at preserving the achieve-
ments of the past and at the same time modernizing the
education system in accordance with the requirements
of the times, the latest achievements of science, culture
and social practice.

A characteristic feature of modern education is a
change in views on the essence of education. The at-
tempt to provide the student with the greatest amount
of theoretical information, indicating the approximate
possibilities of its practical use and the requirements
for reproduction of this information, has become a
thing of the past. Instead, the emphasis in education
shifts towards the need to form a system of professional
competences in the future graduate, which will help to
perform their professional duties efficiently and effec-
tively in the future.

In this regard, a reorientation of the teaching methodo-
logy in higher education is being carried out. The main
emphasis is placed on students’ awareness of the es-
sence of learning as a process in which the need to
form a system of competences determines the depth
and volume of acquired theoretical knowledge, practi-
cal skills and abilities, makes the educational process
more flexible, logically expedient. The priority goal
of training becomes the formation of the student’s (as
future specialist’s) ability not only for professional acti-
vity, but also for professional communication skills,
which should become one of the means of expanding
professional competences.

The competent approach in modern education is con-
sidered by scientists [3] as one of the basic conditions
for the modernization of the professional training of a
competitive specialist in higher education and, on the
basis of world experience and Ukrainian perspectives,
determines the educational policy of the state.

S. Nikolaieva emphasizes that competence “is
based on knowledge, skills and abilities, but it is not
exhausted by them, it necessarily includes a person’s
personal attitude towards them, as well as their experi-
ence, which allows this knowledge to be ‘woven’ into
what they already knew, and their ability to understand
the life situation in which they will be able to apply
them” [5].

€«

Foreign language training of specialists is one of the
important components of the modern system of higher
education, as it contributes to the individual’s ability to
solve every day and professional problems by means of
a foreign language. Therefore, one of the priority tasks
of learning a foreign language today is the acquisition
of professionally oriented communicative competence
for the successful performance of further professional
activities, i.e. the formation of professionally oriented
communicative competence, which involves not only
mastering the appropriate foreign language technique
(i.e. language competency) of business communica-
tion, but also the assimilation of non-linguistic infor-
mation, necessary for adequate mutual understanding
depending on the specific situation.

The scope of works by scientists who studied various
aspects of the problem of foreign language communi-
cative competence development is wide and diverse.
The interest of scientists in this problem emphasizes the
relevance of research in this direction. However, some
aspects of this problem require further research, name-
ly: determination of the place of a foreign language in
the specialist training system, research into the ways
of effective formation of foreign language competence
in the modern informational globalized society, analy-
sis of the criteria for the formation of foreign language
competence in students of non-linguistic specialties, etc.

The aim — to analyse ways of forming foreign lan-
guage competence among students of higher education
institutions in the context of improving the quality of
their professional training.

Theoretical framework. Specifying the essence
of the concepts “competence” and “competency”, the
researchers note that “competence is a quality of the
individual, which involves the possession of a certain
competency which, for its part, is understood as a set
of knowledge, abilities, skills, methods of activity, that
is, components of the content of education, necessary
for effective performance of activities in relation to a
certain range of subjects and processes” [8].

There is no unanimous opinion among researchers
regarding the definition of the concept of foreign lan-
guage competence. Modern Ukrainian researchers de-
fine the term “foreign language communicative com-
petence” as the knowledge, abilities and skills neces-
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sary for understanding other people’s and one’s own
programs of speech behaviour, adequate to the goals,
spheres, situations of communication, the content of
which includes knowledge of the basic concepts of lan-
guage structure (styles, types, methods of connecting
sentences in the text), skills and abilities of text analy-
sis and communicative assets proper [1]; knowledge of
the language, a high level of practical mastery of both
its verbal and non-verbal means, as well as the experi-
ence of mastering the language at a variable-adaptive
level depending on the specific speech situation [7].

Thus, based on the experience of our predeces-
sors, we will consider foreign language communica-
tion competence as the quality of a specialist, which
includes a set of competencies related to mastering
a foreign language in integration with professional
knowledge, abilities, skills and the ability to solve
problems that arise in professional and sociocultural
environments. Therefore, competency is interpreted as
a given requirement of a person’s preparation for pro-
fessional activity, and competence — as their personal
quality (characteristic).

Assuming that professional competence is deter-
mined by the degree of possession of key, basic com-
petencies, then foreign language competence — as a
set of competencies — includes linguistic competency
(possession of linguistic means, knowledge of lin-
guistic material, rules for its design and operation);
thematic competency (possession of extralinguistic
information); pragmatic competency (the user’s abili-
ty to logically connect sentences in order to produce
coherent speech segments); sociocultural competency
(knowledge of the sociocultural context); compensato-
ry competency (ability to reach mutual understanding);
educational competency (the ability to use reference
literature and a dictionary to ensure adequate language
acquisition for the purpose of professional commu-
nication); communicative competency (the ability to
communicate with the interlocutor, that is, the ability
to cooperate).

Materials of the Council of Europe distinguish two
types of competencies in the field of foreign language
learning: general and communicative competencies.
General competency consists of the ability to learn,
existential competency, declarative knowledge, skills
and abilities. Communicative competency includes:
linguistic, sociolinguistic and pragmatic competencies.
Linguistic competency includes language (knowledge
of phonetics, vocabulary, spelling, grammar and related
skills) and speech competencies (listening, speaking,
reading and writing) [4].

Competency in speech includes competency in
monologue and dialogic speech, that is, the ability to
perceive these types of speech by ear with subsequent
reproduction, discussion and interpretation of what is
heard. When learning a foreign language, it is very im-
portant to achieve a high level of communicative com-
petency without being among its native speakers. One
of the important tasks of learning a foreign language at
the university is the development of students’ ability to
build oral monologues. To do this, the teacher should
use different methods of work and create real and
imaginary communication situations in the class. The
experience of work at the university confirms that the
most effective way of learning monologue is to learn
the vocabulary groups, and not to introduce and con-
solidate individual words. When grouping linguistic
material, it is advisable to use the situational-thematic
principle, which involves combining words according
to their belonging to a certain situation within a spe-
cific topic. Speaking provides oral communication in
a foreign language. When communicating in their na-
tive language, the student thinks only about what to
say and in what sequence. When speaking in a foreign
language, they must update grammatical, lexical, and
phonetic skills so that the speaking process is correct,
i.e., has a certain meaning, is clear and dynamic.

Students’ dialogic speech is effective for the develop-
ment of speaking skills, which contributes to the
automation of spoken language skills, consolidation of
lexical and grammatical material, as well as teaching
students to conduct a logical, consistent conversation
in a foreign language with speed and spontaneity, the
degree of which is sufficient not to cause inconvenience
to the interlocutor. When students create dialogues
without prior preparation, they learn not only to
formulate their opinion, but also to present it as quickly
as possible using all the lexical and grammatical means
already learned.

Competency in listening consists in the ability to
perceive by ear any information that sounds both
from the mouth of a speaker and from any technical
source. Competency in writing is the ability to express
thoughts in writing within the scope of the topic and
any relevant information.

Traditionally, reading is considered one of the most
relevant types of foreign language communication.
The ability to understand a foreign language text is
becoming more and more important for a future spe-
cialist. Reading is characterized by different levels of
comprehension. During the semantic processing of
the text, the reader not only establishes the facts and
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their connections, but also selects the most essential
ones from them, generalizes and correlates them with
each other and already known scientific information.
Comprehension is a crucial moment in the process of
reading in a foreign language. There are two levels of
understanding of the printed text, the factors of which
are the internal text connections and the author’s re-
ferences — the level of meaning and the level of sense.
At the level of meaning, the linguistic phenomena of
the scientific text are recognized, while at the level of
sense, the meaningful perception and understanding of
the author’s reference as a complete speech work takes
place. The first level (the level of meaning) ensures
the extraction of factual information from the text —
the understanding of the facts conveyed by linguis-
tic means. The second level (level of sense) provides
further processing of information, reconstruction and
extraction of scientific facts, etc. Reading a scientific
text requires complex thinking processes, memory
work, various mental operations — comparison and
generalization, analysis and synthesis, abstraction,
specification, anticipation, etc. To comprehend a scien-
tific text, the reader is helped by their own background
professional knowledge, which actually creates the
sense of the text.

Sociocultural competency includes country studies,
language and country studies and sociolinguistic com-
petencies. According to T. Kolodko [2], country studies
competency is knowledge about the people who speak
the language, their national character, social and state
system, achievements in the field of education, culture,
lifestyle features, traditions, and customs. Language
competency is the ability to perceive language in its
culture-bearing function, with national and cultural
features. It includes knowledge of language units, in-
cluding those with a national-cultural component of
semantics, and the ability to use them in accordance
with socio-speech situations. Sociolinguistic compe-
tency includes knowledge of the peculiarities of na-
tional speech etiquette and non-verbal behaviour and
the ability to take them into account in real life situa-
tions, the ability to organize speech communication in
accordance with the communicative situation, social
norms of behaviour and the social status of the com-
municators.

Innovative phenomena that give rise to the speci-
ficity of a teacher’s activity in modern conditions lead
to the transition from the knowledge paradigm to the
individual, from “message-based pedagogy” to inter-
active teaching methods. Simulation modelling is the
most effective means of thinking for future specialists.

A similar approach in education provides imitation of
the elements of professional activity, its typical and
essential features. Its application in foreign language
classes provides an opportunity to develop commu-
nication skills, contributes to the real preparation of
students for future professional activities and life in
society as a whole, helps to make foreign language
classes more interesting and meaningful, gives stu-
dents the opportunity to express their own opinions
and feelings more and more often, that is, to think in
a foreign language [6].

Based on the tasks of training specialists in higher
education institutions in the field of foreign language
education, it is important to consider students’
communicative competence development with the
account of the specifics of professional interests within
the specialty —specialized content (special terminology,
genre specifics of the specialized language, typical
communication situations), contextual language
learning, in particular grammatical phenomena,
focusing attention on the practical use of language, etc.
This fully applies to professionally oriented education,
because through the prism of modelling the process
of communication in communicative situations, it is
possible to reproduce the multifaceted content of the
future professional activity of students.

To ensure communicative competence development,
i.e., communicative skills formed on the basis of
language knowledge, skills and abilities, the foreign
language teacher uses the latest teaching methods
that combine communicative and cognitive goals.
Innovative methods of teaching a foreign language,
which are based on a humanistic approach, aimed at the
development and self-improvement of an individual,
at revealing their resources and creative potential,
establish prerequisites for effective improvement of
the educational process in higher education institutions.

Conclusions and Prospects for Research.
Summarizing the above, we emphasize that foreign
language communicative competence as an integrative
personality formation has a complex structure and acts
as an interaction and interpenetration of linguistic,
sociocultural and communicative competencies,
and their level of development helps the future
specialist to effectively carry out foreign language,
and therefore, interlinguistic, intercultural and
interpersonal communication. Foreign language
communicative competence development for future
specialists at the current stage of development of the
world community should be considered as a mandatory
component of general professional training. To ensure
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the effectiveness of foreign language communicative
competence development, new methodological
approaches should be designed and pedagogical
conditions for their implementation should be
determined, which is what Ukrainian scientists and
practicing teachers are working on today.
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