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Abstract. The article analyzes the contribution of some Ukrainian doctors (who were also writers) of Halychyna in the development of
education and science. Scientific achievements of I. Horbachevskyi, Ya. Okunevskyi, S. Okunevska-Morachevska, Ye. Ozarkevych and
others through the prism of activity of the Shevchenko Scientific Society in the early XX century. The contribution of Ye. Ozarkevych
as the founder of Ukrainian medical science in Halychyna is emphasized. It is concluded that in the studied period, doctors-scientists
were the authors of journalistic works and fiction.
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Introduction. Scientific societies are one of the
most interesting and at the same time the least studied
phenomena of Ukrainian culture. The Shevchenko
Scientific Society (ShSS) in Lviv played a significant
role in development of science and culture of Ukraine
in the late XIX — early XX centuries.

The conscious intellectuals, in particular doctors,
participated in the work of Ukrainian cultural and
educational organizations of Western Ukraine, in
particular, such as the Prosvita Society, the Medychna
Hromada, the Ukrainian Medical Society, the Ukrainian
Hygienic Society, and the Vidrodzhennia Society. ShSS
had an important place in the activity of doctors. The
Shevchenko Society followed the path of the Prosvita
Society, playing a vital role in formation a full-fledged
Ukrainian civil society on the Ukrainian lands of
the Austro-Hungarian Empire, as a form of national
activity in all spheres of the people’s public life.

The aim — to analyze the contribution of doctors,
members of the Shevchenko Scientific Society in Lviv
to the development of Ukrainian education, science and
literature (late XIX — early XX century).

Theoretical framework. The ShSS emerged in
Lviv in 1873 as a literary publishing organization that
published literary and scientific works and journals,
in every way facilitated development of Ukrainian
literature. Progressive cultural figures, cultural and
educational organizations spread and promoted the
works of Ukrainian writers-educators. In spite of
small achievements in scientific or publishing activity,
it played a significant role in the development of
Ukrainian pedagogical thought.

The structure of the ShSS was defined by three
sections: historical-philosophical, philological and
mathematical-natural-medical. Five commissions
were in operation at the beginning of the ShSS, one
of the primary and fundamental commissions was the
linguistic one. M. Hrushevsky, the head of the ShSS,
attracted students and young teachers to work. He
edited “Notes of the Shevchenko Scientific Society”
and it was thanks to his organizational skills that more
than 100 volumes of it were published [1, 12].

Among the members of the ShSS were also
physicians, engaged in scientific, literary, and
journalistic activities. Despite the considerable
imperfection of the healthcare system in the Austro-
Hungarian Empire, it managed to give impetus to the
emergence and further development of Ukrainian
medicine and the formation of medical intelligentsia.
It was facilitated by the emergence of many Ukrainian

medical institutions, professional scientific societies,
which were mentioned above [12].

The mathematical-natural-medical section had
its own printed edition that was coming out from
1898 to 1901 as a “Collection” of scientific works.
Ukrainian doctors (I. Horbachevskyi, Ye. Ozarkevych,
T. Hvozdetskyi, Shch. Selskyi, V. Hukevych, M. Dolyn-
skyi, Ye. Kobrynskyi, etc.) published their works in
it. Scientists from other countries [7, 11] spread the
ideas of public medical education among the Ukrainian
people of the region as well.

In the context of this process, we distinguish the
activity of the Medical Commission (MC of ShSS),
which was created in 1898 at the mathematical-
natural-medical section of the ShSS. Ukrainian
scientist, doctor, and the head of the Ukrainian medical
movement, Yevhen Ozarkevych, played the decisive
role here.

Among the founders of Ukrainian medical science
there were M. Vakhnyanyn, O. Dakur, S. Morachevska-
Okunevska, L. Kossak, P. Sushkevych, Shch. Selskyi,
and others. We note an interesting and original
phenomenon in the development of Ukrainian medical
science and in the establishing of public healthcare
system, when famous doctors of Przemysl, Vienna,
Prague, and Dnieper Ukraine were part of the ShSS.
The greatest achievement in the field of Ukrainian
medical science was the creation of Ukrainian medical
terminology, scientific medical literature in Ukrainian,
the appearance of scientific works from all areas of
medical fields of study [7].

Under the guidance of Ye. Ozarkevych, since 1898,
the Medical Collection (“Likarskyi Zbirnyk”) was
published. It was a large-scale scientific edition (the
issue has 90—100 pages and consisted of three sections:
original scientific articles, statistical reports of the
commission’s activity and terminology). The Medical
Collection played a significant role in the spreading
of medical knowledge among Ukrainians of Galicia,
becoming a kind of medical encyclopedia for the
people of the region (for example, Ye. Ozarkevych
published about 100 works on various subjects) [3].

Ivan Horbachevskyi (1854—1942), the most prominent
Ukrainian scientist in the Austro-Hungarian Empire,
made a significant contribution to the development
of Ukrainian academic medicine and the national
healthcare system. He was born in the village of
Zarubyntsi of Ternopil district. He came from a priest’s
family. After graduating from the University of Vienna
(1873-1877), Ivan Horbachevskyi soon was recognized
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by European scientific community, synthesizing uric
acid in 1882. The following year the young scientist
became the head of the newly created department of
medicinal chemistry at Charles University in Prague.
1. Horbachevskyi simultaneously embodied the national
idea: he was an active member of the Hromada society
and the Sich society, since 1899 — a full member of the
ShSS [11]. The scientist collaborated with Ukrainian
researchers and physicians in Lviv. On October 4, 1911
he was elected as the chairman of the mathematical-
natural-medical section, which he headed until 1918.
The main merit of this work was the implementation of
the project of creation Ukrainian scientific terminology
in the fields of medicine and chemistry [1, 7, 12].

An extraordinary event in the life of I. Horbachevskyi
and, surely, in development of not only domestic
but also European medicine, was the launching of
specialized Ministry of Public Health in 1917 (the
first in the world) as a separate structural unit of the
Austro-Hungarian Government. I. Horbachevskyi
developed the project of the Ministry of Health and
became its first minister (from July 20, 1918 — until
the end of October 1918) [1, 7, 12]. He had working
experience in such structures as a member of the
Regional Sanitary Council in Prague, a member of
the Supreme Sanitary Council in Vienna (1906). It
is natural that I. Horbachevskyi made a great deal of
effort to create the Ukrainian Free University in 1921,
which he headed in 1923 [2].

It is not surprising that his daughter, Sofiia Okunevska
(1865—-1926), also wanted to become a doctor. She
entered the history of domestic medicine as the first
woman doctor in Halychyna. She was also the first
Ukrainian in the region, who in 1885 graduated
from Lviv academic gymnasium. When making the
final exam an audience was crowded, there were
Ivan Franko, Ivan Nechui-Levytskyi, Oleksandr
Konyskyi with his daughter, Ivan Belei, etc. In 1887
Sofiia entered the University of Zurich to the Medical
Faculty and successfully graduated from it in 1895 and
earned a doctorate (Doctor of Medicine degree). Sofiia
Okunevska became the first woman doctor in the Austro-
Hungarian Empire and the first woman in Western
Ukraine, which gained university education [3, 8].

Sofiia Okunevska worked in Lviv “Narodna
Lichnytsia” that was led by her relative, known scientist
and public figure, Yevhen Ozarkevych. Here, in Lviv,
Sofiia Okunevska created a school of obstetricians and
gynecologists and for the first time in Western Ukraine
organized courses for nurses and midwives. For her

great kindness, responsive heart and a friendly attitude
to the patients they called her “St. Sofiia” [3]. Sofiia
Okunevska worked on scientific problems, helped
Ye. Ozarkevych to conclude the Dictionary of Ukrainian
medical terminology participated in the publication of
the medical journal “Zdorovlie”, printed scientific
works [8]. With the assistance of Ivan Franko, in June
1887 Sofia Okunevska took part in the preparation and
publication of the first women’s almanac “The First
Wreath” (it had 464 pages) in the Lviv printing house
of the Shevchenko Scientific Society, edited by Olena
Pchilka and Natalia Kobrynska.

In “The First Wreath” almanac, female authors
were published. 43 original prose works, poems,
ethnographic explorations, scientific articles of 17
authors were collected in it. Sofia Okunevska made
her debut under the literary pseudonym of Yeryna
XXX. She published a story on urban life called “Sand.
Sand!” as well as an ethnographic exploration called
“Family bondage in wedding songs and rituals”.

Work on the publication of “The First Wreath”
brought Sofia Okunevska closer to Ivan Franko, who
supported the girl in her striving for higher education.

Sofia Okunevska was a member of Shevchenko
Scientific Society, she wrote scientific articles. She
worked productively in the Medical Commission
established in 1897 that was the first organization of
Ukrainian doctors. She helped Ye. Ozarkevych compile
a dictionary of Ukrainian medical terminology and
participated in the publication of the medical journal
“Health”. In 1908 she published the work called
“The effect of temperature on the osmotic pressure
of erythrocytes”, which was republished many times.

From a young age, she was well-oriented in public
life and was acquainted with most of the writers of
that time who lived in Western Ukraine. In general,
Sofia was a very talented and erudite person who was
admired by Ivan Franko and Vasyl Stefanyk.

Since her young years, Sofia Okunevska became a
good friend with Olga Kobylianska. She and Natalia
Kobrynska had a great influence on Olga. It was Sofia
Okunevska and Natalia Kobrynska who encouraged the
future outstanding writer to start writing in Ukrainian
and in every way helped her. Not only did Sofia
translate Kobylianska’s early novels, but she also took
care to have them printed.

Sofia Okunevska wrote literary essays, was
distinguished by a brilliant epistolary style, masterfully
played the piano, and especially skillfully performed
works by Frederic Chopin.
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Friendship with Sofia Okunevska pushed Olga
Kobylianska to write a number of works, in almost
every one of which (from “Man” to “Apostol Cherni”)
there is an image of Sophia under the names of different
characters, endowed with an extraordinary appearance
and strong character.

One of the most famous Ukrainian doctors in
Halychyna was Yaroslav Okunevskyi. He made
brilliant career in the military medicine. In 1877
he entered the University of Vienna, the Faculty of
Medicine. In 1884 Ya. Okunevskyi began to serve as
ship’s doctor of the Austria-Hungary’s navy, which
was based in Croatia in city of Pula. He visited not
only Europe and Asia, but also Africa, America and
Oceania. His medical practice was highly awarded
numerous awards by many sea states [4].

He was the author of the world’s first Charter of
Medical Service in Naval Forces (1900). Later, in 1914,
he was promoted to Major General of Maritime Medical
Service. Under his guardianship were thousands of
sailors. At the beginning of World War II with the rank
of rear admiral he was the head of Medical Service of
the Admiralty of Habsburg fleet where he had worked
with his colleagues and subordinated Ukrainian doctors
— Captain V. Verbenets, Colonel O. Zarytskyi and
Colonel M. Rozhankovskyi etc [6].

Ya. Okunevskyi was Chief Doctor and Chief of the
Main Medical Department of the Staff of naval forces
of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. For great merits (30
years of service) he became the first Ukrainian who was
promoted to the Chevalier of Knight’s Cross of Franz
Joseph, the Knight of the Order of the Spanish queen,
the French Legion of Honor, the Chinese Imperial
Order of the Dragon, the highest title of Mandarin
and many more awards. Ya. Okunevskyi perfectly
possessed of military and medical knowledge, versed in
the navigation and geography, fluently spoke English,
French, Italian and German [4, 5].

At the time of national liberation struggle Rear
Admiral Ya. Okunevskyi organized Ukrainian
sanitary service and headed it. He supplied the drugs
for the Legion of Ukrainian Sich Riflemen, helped
their sanitary service, donated funds and more. After
proclamation of the West Ukrainian People’s Republic
he headed the State Medical Mission in Vienna. He
provided medical supplies for Halychyna. He sent
four sanitary trains for Ukrainian Galician Army.
Ya. Okunevskyi contributed to the creation of the First
Hutsul Regiment of the Marine Corps, which consisted

mostly of the former Austro-Hungarian sailors [2].
Yaroslav Okunevskyi visited almost all countries of
the Mediterranean basin. This gave an impetus to write
essays about the countries in which he traveled, called
“Letters from a foreign land” — a kind of vivid picture
of Europe, Asia and northeast Africa of the late XIX
century [9].

To characterize the development of the Ukrainian
medical science of the studied period, the word “first”
is appropriate: the first Ukrainian medical scientific
institution, the first outpatient clinic (“Narodna
Lichnytsia”), the first Ukrainian medical scientific
journal (“Likarskyi Visnyk”), the first Ukrainian
Medical Society (UMS), the first Secret Medical
Courses, the first Ukrainian Higher School (UHS), the
first Ukrainian Hospital named after A. Sheptytskyi,
the first Ukrainian-language popular scientific medical
journal (“Zdorovlie”), the first female scientist, the first
female student of medicine, the first female professor
(S. Okunevska-Morachevska), the first medical
scientist (I. Horbachevskyi), the first scientific articles
on health resort (Ye. Ozarkevych), the first Ukrainian
scientific medical terminology (Ye. Ozarkevych),
the first doctor-radiologist (M. Panchyshyn), the first
Minister of Health in the world (I. Horbachevskyi),
the first Ukrainian doctor-electrocardiogram (R. Osin-
chuk),the first Ukrainian-language textbooks on
psychology and logic (S. Balei) and so on [11].

Conclusions and Prospects for Research. It
is proved that such preconditions and factors as
democratic character of domestic policy of the
Austro-Hungarian monarchy, the reformation of
education and health care systems, creation of a
legislative framework for the activities of public
associations, etc., have become an important basis for
the self-organization of Ukrainians, Ukrainian national
movement development, creation of the first Ukrainian
medical societies, the birth of Ukrainian science,
emergence of a cohort of outstanding figures in the
medical sphere (I. Horbachevskyi, Ye. Ozarkevych,
S. Okunevska-Morachevska, Ya. Okunevskyi, etc.),
institutionalization of Ukrainian public health care in
the form of medical, scientific, charitable and other
community initiatives (Society of Galician Physicians,
Medical Commission of Shevchenko Scientific
Society, “Medical Community”, “Lviv Polyclinic”,
“Narodna Litchnytsya”, Ukrainian Medical Societies
(UMS), Ukrainian Hygiene Society (UHS), etc.).
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